The Family of Jesus 

According Iq Matlhew 1:19-25, Mary became pregnant wilh Jesus while she 
was engaged (bul slill unmarried) lo Joseph After Joseph found oul aboullhe 
pregnancy, he wanled lo break off the engagement Bui then an angel camelo 
him in 3 dream, lold him about Jesus, and persuaded him lo go Ihrough wrth 
Ihe marriage 

Mary was slill a virgin when she gave birth lo Jesus, and he was herllrsl 
child Bui she apparently had some olher children laler Evidence forlhis is 
found al Matthew 13 55-5G and Mark 6:3, which mdlcale Ihal Jesus evenlually 
had four brolhers and al least two sislers The names ol his brolhers are given 
as James. Joses, Simon, and Jude Unforlunalely. his SLslers areni named, 
and we doni even know how many Ihere were 
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Some Chnstians believe Ihal Mary was a virgin Ihroughoul her life, and Ihal 
Jesus was her only child People who believe Ihls argue that Ihe brolhers and 
sislers mentioned in Ihe gospels musi have been slep-brolhers and slep- 
sislers However, Luke 2 7 relerslo Jesus as Mary's "ftrsl-bom". thus implying 
Ihal she had olher children laler In fad, mosi biblical scholars believe Ihal all 
of the mentioned children were sons and daughlers oT Mary who were bom 
after Jesus 

Joseph was a carpenter, and he presumably laughllhisttade lo Jesus. Bui 
Ihere are mdicalions Ihal Joseph died prematurely. Apparently he didnl 
accompany Mary lolhe wedding al Cana. and he doesnl appear in any 
subsequent pari of the slory eilher Also, according lo John 19 27, atter Ihe 
crucifixion Mary wenllo live allhe home of the un-named Beloved Disciple, 
which she probably wouldnT have done if her husband had slill been alive. 

When Jesus letthome lo begin his minislry. olher members of hislamily 
appear lo have disapproved According lo Mark 3 21, Ihey said Ihat he was 
"oul ol his mind", and some of Ihem attempted lo "lake charge of him" and 
bring him home Mallhew 12 45- 5D indicates that he refused lo lalklo his 
molher and brolhers when they Iracked him down and tried to see him. And 
John 7 5 savs"even his own brolhers did nol believe in him.'' 

The gospels doni say how long Ihis ntt wilh his family lasled Bui there musI 



have been a reconcllialion al some point, because A els 1 14 sayslhal Mary 
and all four brolhers later lomed the Nazarenes, the original communily of 
believers whe lived in Jerusalem afler Jesus departed- 
According lo Luke 1:36, Mary was a relative of Elizabeth, the mol^ier of 
John Ihe Baplisl Luke I 39-56 says Ihat Mary wenllo live al Elizabelh's home 
in Judea afler she became pregnani wilh Jesus and slay ed there lor about 
Ihree monlhs Some scholars have suggested Ihal Mary used Elizabelh's 
home as a refuge while waiting for Joseph to decide whelherlo accepi her as 
his w^e. 

The oldest brolher of Jesus was named James He became a very 
importani leader in the early church, and is the named aulhor of the Nev^^ 
Testament Epislle of James Because he v^^as very pious, and followed the 
Jewish religious laws very slnclly, he was called James Ihe Just [or James Ihe 
Righleous) He was condemned lo dealh and execuled in Jerusalem in 62 AD. 

Nole: This article was originally published on the Gospel Myslenes website To 
read more articles Iromlhis site, go lo 

htlpJ^www archive-orqJdelails/GospelMvsteries 



